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House GOP Leaders Target the Arts

for Elimination

The 112th Congress was sworn into office on January s, 2011,
after an historic election sweep that saw the Republican Party
swing the pendulum and take back control of the United States
House of Representatives. Capturing 63 seats to bring their
advantage in the House to a 241 to 192 margin, Republicans
now have a commanding governing majority in the House,
while Democrats retain a slim majority in the Senate.

Reps. Todd Platts (R-PA) and Louise Slaughter (D-NY) return

to lead the highly visible Congressional Arts Caucus; however,

the membership has unfortunately dropped by 24 percent as a
result of the election. It will be very important to rebuild the
membership of this caucus with new members of Congress in
order to successfully respond to attacks to diminish or eliminate
all funding for the arts, arts education, and public broadcasting.

Arts and culture leaders from both sides of the aisle will

face challenges to their arts support in what promises to

be a charged atmosphere over the role of federal spending.
Some congressional proposals such as the one released and
endorsed by 175 members of the Republican Study Committee
have already called for immediate elimination of the
National Endowment for the Arts and the Corporation

for Public Broadcasting.

We urge all members of the Americans for the Arts Action
Fund and their networks to contact their representatives
in the House to support the arts and arts education and to
join the Congressional Arts Caucus. For a list of current
caucus members and how to contact your representatives,
please see page 2.

Freshman members of the 112th Congress are sworn in on January 5, 2011

National Arts Index Hits 12-Year Low

The health and vitality of the arts in America hit an
all-time low in 2009, according to the Americans for the
Arts 2010 National Arts Index. This annuel study exam-
ines 82 national indicators to document the strength of
nonprofit and for-profit creative industries throughout
the United States. Since 2007, the Index has plummeted
6.2 points. In fact, the losses sustained during this period
were nearly double the gains made from 2003-2007.
Such areas as charitable giving to the arts, ticket

sales for performances, and government grants

have all dropped. The full report can be viewed at
www.AmericansForTheArts.org/go/ArtsIndex.

National Arts Irdex: 1998-2009
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In 2011, debates about federal
spending will create major chal-
lenges for arts advocacy in America.
Members of the new majority in power
in the House of Representatives are
proposing drastic cuts to federal

funding for the arts and arts education.

Most seriously, 175 members of the
influential Republican Study
Committee have backed a proposal
to eliminate the National Endowment
for the Arts, Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, and arts education
programs, dismantling the support
structure for arts organizations
across America, media organizations
such as NPR and PBS, and arts
programs funded by the Department
of Education.

In this tense political climate,
community leaders across America
who recognize the value of arts

Message from the President

programs will be key sources

of support for arts advocacy. At
the annual meeting of The U.S.
Conference of Mayors in January
2011, 1 had the privilege of giving
opening remarks to a group of 300
mayors about the need to advocate
for federal arts programs and
presenting awards to leaders who
have championed arts initiatives
in their communities. As proposals
against arts funding in Congress
gain traction, we know that we can
count on mayors to serve on the
front lines with us against these
attacks. Mayors know all too well
the incredible impact the arts
provide to the social and economic
fabric of their communities.

With your support during National
Arts Advocacy Day, April 4-5, 2o1r,
and throughout the year, you can

B

President and CEQ Robert L. Lynch gives remarks at the 79th
Winter Meeting of The United States Conference of Mayors.
The mayors have been great partners in the advancement

of effective arts policies througheut the country.

continue to help us counteract the
dangerous movement toward
marginalizing arts programs
emerging in Congress today.

As always, thank you for your
membership in the Arts Action Fund
and your continued support of the
arts and arts education in America.

The Congressional Arts Caucus: Is Your Representative a Member?
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haping Federal

Arts Polic

Federal Museum Agency Reauthorized
On December 22, President Obama signed
5. 3984, the Museum and Library Services
Act of 2010, one of the last pieces of
legislation to be approved in the rrth
Congress. The act reauthorizes the
Institute of Museum and Library Services
{IMLS) for the next five years and
includes several provisions proposed by
the museum field such as enhanced
support for conservation and preserva-
tion, emergency preparedness and
response, and maximizing museum
services on a statewide basis,
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City of Carmel Serves As Creative
Economy Model

Advocates looking for examples of the
powerful ability of arts and culture
initiatives to spur economic development
and revitalization should pay close
attention to Carmel, IN—just north of
Indianapolis. Under the leadership of
James Brainard, a four-term Republican
mayor, the city of 70,000 has ushered
in unprecedented levels of creative
development and engagement.

The city's arts and design district has
attracted more than 100 local businesses
and offers a multitude of performing
and visual arts venues as well as unique
architecture, public art offerings, and a
host of festivals. Thanks to a generous
city ordinance, Bo percent of businesses
within the district must be arts-related,
thus preserving the crearive integrity
of the area. Mayor Brainard was also
responsible for launching a Support for
the Arts Fund in which one percent of
the city's general fund must be allocated
to local arts organizations.
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The Arts Action Fund monitors arts policy at the federal level and helps bring citizens'

voices to the table when important arts issues are debated. For derailed legisiative
updates, please visit www.AmericansForTheArts.org/LegislativeNews.

House Cuts Arts Funding

The new majority in the House of
Representatives took their first opportunity
to leave their imprint on the federal
budget process by drastically reducing
existing funds for the National Endowment
for the Arts by 25 percent for FY 20m1. The
House approved a continuing resolution (CR}
measure that proposes to cut $43 million
from the current appropriation of $167.5
million for the remainder of the fiscal
year. All eyes now turn to the Senate,
which will try to reflect its own funding
priorities by changing the House-passed
CR or offer their own bill as a possible
compromise.
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The city’s most recent achievement was
the grand opening of the state-of-the-art
Palladium Performing Arts Center on
January 29, 2011, which was constructed
on previously dilapidated property.
Renowned singer Michael Feinstein

will serve as the artistic director and
the center will house his Foundation of
the American Songbook.

New Grant Programs from the National
Endowment for the Arts

Last year during Arts Advocacy Day, Arts
Action Fund President and CEO Robert L.
Lynch testified in support of Our Town, a
new grant program being proposed by the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).
In January 2o, this program became

a reality among several new grant
programs announced by the NEA.
Through Qur Town, organizations may
apply for creative placemaking projects
that contribute to the livabilicy of
communities and place the arts at their
core. Local governments and their arts
partners may request a grant amount
from $25,000-$250,000.

Americans for the Arts and The U.S.
Conference of Mayors presented James
Brainard with the 2o Public Leadership
in the Arts Award for Local Arts
Leadership for his steadfast efforts in
promoting the creative economy

in Carmel.

The high-tech Paltadium Performing Arts Center is the latest proof that the City of Carmel is dedicoted to economic
expansion through arts-based infrastructure.
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Looking Ahead to 2012

While it may seem as if the 2010 elections were only yesterday, it's time to kick off

ArtsVotezor2. Potential presidential candidates are already quietly campaigning

in key primary states—getting to know the voters and the issues that matter to
them. Congressional candidates are already
being recruited for House and Senate seats.

$150,000 I gl o 202 Help us ensure the arts are part of the
; . political and policy discussions during early
el presidential primaries in New Hampshire,
wo000 | | Iowa, California, as well as during congres-
s L - sional primaries throughout the country. Connecticut Gov. Dan Malloy speaks at a New Hampshire
' The goal of the Arts Action Fund PAC is to ArtsVote event in 2008 to bring the arts to the forefrant
0000 b raise $150,000 during the 2012 cycle to z r:h; ’;rezs('ﬁez"t'"' race. Join us as we gear up for
sVote2012.
i educate and support candidates for federal
- s000 office across the country who value the arts
0 and arts education.

ArtsVate2012 Compaign Fundraising Goal
)

Americans for the Arts Action Fund is the advocacy arm of Americans for the Arts. We el:’gege citizens in ensuring that all Americans have the opparluniéy to appreciate, value, and
participate in the arts. Ares Action Fund members are citizen activists'who gre committed 16 helping make certain that arts-friendly public policies are adopted at every level of gavernment
and in the private sector. Arts Action News is delivered four times a year to supporters of the Arts Action Fund. Executive Direciar, Nina Uzlu Tunceli. www.ArtsActionFund.org.
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